Issue Number 61 - Spring 2010

Welcome to the Spring 2010 edition of Hurst Tidings

This newsletter contains information regardingittieoduction of the castle audio guides,
information regarding the forthcoming theatre pesgme and an update from David Pryer.
There is also news regarding the progress of theAmends’ Room and the upgrade of the
ladies’ loos which has caused people to plumb neptits of lavatorial humour!

| believe Hugh Carter, Colin Camsey and David Phgare been bogged down with all the
work and, at their convenience, will pass a motflush away all the problems.

Enough! I've just gone round the bend!

As many of you will know work has been going onibelthe scenes in relation
to the castle archives. The archives consist ofapmately 120 plans of Hurst
Castle, including plans of the loos (1), the café ¢he castle itself mostly in the
Victorian period. There is also a variety of papéters and photographs which
have been filed in chronological order. It is fasting reading these items and |
thought one particular poem was worth reproducerg hit is by John Taylor who
was known as “The Water Poet” and lived from 15801678) — 1653. He was
loyal to King Charles | and visited him whilst h@asvimprisoned at Carisbrooke
Castle on the Isle of Wight. Perhaps the followpogm was written when John
Taylor made that visit but | do not know for centai




Twenty Ten promises to be another memorable ydaedbarrison Theatre. Starting
with our old favourites from the Naughty Ninetiése season continues with a rare
appearance by a celebrated trumpeter of world renow
Crispian Steele-Perkins will guide us through tistdny and development of the
instrument, and playing many popular classics. iBhisllowed by an evening of drama
with another 'Hurst First'. Greg Chapman, a pramgisioung actor/playwright from the
Isle of Wight, brings us his most recent creattbie;one-man play “Small Town to Big
Apple”.

Altogether a varied and exciting prospect aheadiag@’'s more to come as the season unfurls. Jtshvhis space!

Tickets will be available from Bette Keeping on 80573985 or from Gwen's in Milford.

Saturday May 8th

Matinee 3.00pm £12.50, Evening 7.00pm £15.00

Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-De-Ay

The British Music Hall in Song

The ever-popular Naughty Nineties return to theri@an Theatre for another rendition of
the Good Old Days. Chairman Bob Higgs, armed watreband tankard, will cajole the
audience with a fine selection of music hall mee®originally performed by an array of
artistes from the East End alleys.

Wednesday, 23rd June 7p.m. Tickets £20

The Trumpet Shall Sound...

Crispian Steele-Perkins is one of the world's keetvn trumpet soloists, renowned for the
quality of his performances and wide-ranging musegaerience. His interest in collecting
and restoring antique trumpets led him to begifopeing on them - appropriately you
may have heard Crispian's playing introducing tB€B "The Antiques Roadshow". His
unique performances and recordings on genuinerigigtstruments led Continuo
Magazine to describe him as "the world's leadilag¢n of the Baroque trumpet".

This promises to be a night to savour and remefobgears to come.

Wednesday, ¥ July 7.00 p.m. Tickets £15

Small Town to Big Apple
The one-man play written and performed by Greg Gtzap

Currently touring with Action Theatre in Italy, Gr@lays Jack Matthews, a young man from
a small town in America in the 1920s, who dreamisemfoming a writer. He goes to New
York in search of a story to tell and finds himselfolved with theatre folk and musicians
from Tin Pan Alley. At times funny, at times deeptpving, the play recounts his
experiences and introduces us to the characteneées along the way.

As above, all tickets will be available from Belteeping on 01590 673985 or from
Gwen's in Milford.



Dennis Skillicorn to be the voice of Hurst Castle

Veteran broadcaster Dennis Skillicorn will soonhieard again on the south coast. It is some yeaes iis popular radio
show, Open Waters, was last heard on BBC Radicngdiat he has agreed to come out of retiremerdgdord an audio
tour of Hurst Castle.

Visitors will soon be able to hire a simple handseivhich they will be able to hear Dennis’s famriliones as he
explains the rich history of the castle and shaoese amusing anecdotes. There will be 20 sepaaatestcovering every
aspect of the castle’s history from its originsoas of Henry VIiI's Device Forts, through the Nagahic Wars, to the
First and Second World Wars when the castle wasa@nmith quick-firing guns and searchlights. The ptate tour will
take approximately an hour and a half, althoughoris will be able to skip some parts if they prefe

Castle Manager, Sean Crane, welcomed the new sef\iisitors frequently ask us for additional infieation about the
castle, and | am pleased that we are now abldisfysthat demand,” said Mr Crane. “Dennis is ad folend of Hurst
Castle and we are confident that his guided tollrs@on become a popular attraction.”

Dennis Skillicorn, who now lives in Hythe, was abidetest out the new system this
week with Jon Jacobs, a professional sound engirearMilford on Sea who has
recorded the commentary. Pleased with the re€détsnis said, “| have always had
a soft spot for Hurst Castle. It's just such an zim@place and I'm so pleased to be
able to become a part of it by helping people ustded the important role it has
played in local history.”

Handsets will be available at £2 each throughaai2@il0 season until the end of
Dennis Skillicorn (left) tests Hurst Castle's October. The service has been funded by contribsiicmom the Lymington
new guided tour with Jon Jacobs branch of Waitrose, under their Community Mattezthe3ne, the Friends of Hurst
Castle and other anonymous donors. It is hopedhikeabur will also be
available as a podcast for the more technologiditdisate to download onto their telephones, iPads!P3 players.
Details of this facility will soon be available dime Hurst Castle website.



The stalwart team of volunteers on a Monday, whagebright and early to
catch the workers’ ferry which leaves Keyhaven glzr09:00 come rain or
shine, have been making sterling progress on dSefvends; firstly the
decoration of the new Friends’ Room and then tigetiee refurbishment of the
ladies’ loos and also of course there is the seédikiRoom to be prepared.
There are also the other 5 minute jobs like sorimigthe computers in the
Trinity House display room to contend with. All thlis would ideally be
finished before the castle opens at Easter btwalboon it was realised that all
this was a bridge too far and priorities would hawée set.
Keith Morton at the winter BBQ. Picture So, over copious cups of tea at tea break (veistlgtobserved at 11:00 and woe
by Dave Thomas betide anyone being late) the various tasks webpatdd against those that were
really necessary as opposed to those that weredeslyable; the following priorities were agreed:
The ladies’ loos were at the top of the priorist Bince they had at all costs to be finishedpious reasons, before the
castle was opened for the new season at E&steond, was the new
Friends’ Room but it is a very big area to deahvgit that was divided
into two with the aim of finishing the foyer andcethoom behind, which
has become known as the TV room, perhaps in eaaly &hd the larger
ex-generator room a little latdt was agreed that the second ALK
Room would be the lowest priority as the ALK haetén the limelight
the previous year.
Working in the ladies’ loos is very cramped so ocalyery limited team
can deal with this and, as it is outside and masiifjout any roof, it was
clearly the least enjoyable task of the lot. Theidlg force here was

Hugh Carter who was able assisted by Colin CamsdyDavid Pryer.
A frosty morning on the 09:00 ferry to

Hurst Castle They have done tremendously well despite manyddiffies of leaking pipes and
extremely hard concrete and then to cap it alh@latter couple of weeks a contractor turnedoypeint the old grey
Low Light. He promptly put up scaffolding and bdstso that one could not see inside the ladies &l then started
chucking lots of water about before he startedaiotgt. Despite all these difficulties, the jolasvcompleted in the nick

of time on the Monday before the castle opens erithundy Thursday of the same
week.

The new Friends’ Room needed a complete repaimple if you say it quickly — but

all the walls had to be scraped and wire brushedrtmve all the loose paint and some
of it was most likely the old lime wash which origted from when the Lighthouse
Acetylene Room was working — what a mess! Soothaldust was swept up and
painting with white stone paint started in earregtit was not that simple, as brushing
the paint into all the gaps between the bricksisanquick job. In the room behind the
foyer there is the steelwork through which the carswould have fired and here apart
from the rusty bits being brushed off, ‘Killrustad to be applied before it could be
painted. Whilst that was going on, it was notitieat one could actually see right though
the wall in places, so this area of bricks hade®treeded over with cement before

The low light covered in painting could commence.
scaffolding



The layout of this internal room is destined taalk@mall cinema where visitors can watch a DVD efdhastle and what
the Friends are doing to support the castle. $af was needed was a very large TV as the lockidntself to take one
the older very big TV sets. Sally Dougall took thad and soon found a couple of such sets frebarfje as people
these days like the flat screen variety. Sallg alsquired a suitable DVD player, so all we nowdsekewas a properly
shaped box to put the TV and DVD player in. Hugirt€ was encouraged to leave the ladies’ looeprdpr couple of
Mondays to make this box — Hugh did not need tochmancouragement to work in the Friends’ Room as&ag much
warmer in there.

This is all fine if there is some electricity — thavas none.
Now, as the ALK had taken over the old Friends’ Rat the
far end of the west wing, an agreement had beaheea
whereby the ALK would install the initial wiring ithe
Friends’ Room. Firstly the castle electrician lecal
contractor — installed the main power supply i@ toom and
then it was down to the ALK to install the remainde

Mickie Ellis painting the new Friends’ Room

Left.



Once again it was just a simple job — oh no! Riasinduit had to be clipped to the ceiling anldad to go through the
walls which in some places were up to 12" thick asvery big drill with lots of noise and dust wéne order of the day.
With the entire conduit in place, then there wasttisk of threading all the wires through and laef@w choice words

were expressed from time to time.
Many thanks are due to the ALK members of the tednose technical knowledge was invaluable. I'm ghig
would have been a very expensive job if carriedoyu contractor.

In parallel with all this activity, the ALK Room bkaeceived its first complete coat of paint andfiteplace has been
rebuilt. Also there is some activity with the TitnHouse exhibition to sort the DVD player and s@dl the computers
will be returned from their warm winter storagebtoreinstalled and set to work. Before that carpbagand all before
the castle opens at the Easter weekend) it habgast noticed that the paint over the display mréaking off and needs
a fresh coat of paint — just another 5 minute job!

Last, but by no means least, many thanks to Maitdoic for the photographs.

Dave Finch and Phil Hyde sorting out the electrics
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Following a request at the Annual General Meetingoked into whether
free entry to Hurst Castle could be re-establisifenllowing a meeting with
the Castle Manager, Sean Crane, it was establibla¢dso long as the costs
of running the castle exceed the income, free eagryuch could never be
viable. A carefully considered option was put fard/to the effect that for a
payment of £2 per member, Friends of Hurst Castlédcregain what is
effectively free access to the Castle on produabictheir membership card.

This was clearly not a matter to be left, so infinst newsletter of 2010 we
consulted you, our members. More than 97% of thds® replied voted in favour of expediting this neatas
soon as possible even if that were to mean an @xlirsary General Meeting. 177 members made updthéb
in favour, this being more than half of the actm&mbership and taking into account only 6 otheligspthe
need for an EGM is avoided.

To progress this, in accordance with your instangi a sum equivalent to £2 per person has bedrfrpan our
deposit account to Hurst Castle for this year aad éntry will commence front"April.

Please remember this is only possible when a membaroduces their membership card at the gate and
does not avoid the ferry fare.

How we are managing the finance side.

At our Annual General Meeting in November 2009, rbers voted to increase annual subscriptions tdfd10
a single membership and £15 for a couple. In Ndam2010, we will now collect £10 membership pl@sdr
Castle entry for 2010 and a further £2 for castieyein 2011, total £14. For a couple this will ame£15
membership plus £4 for entry in 2010 and £4 fotleantry in 2011, total £23.

In November 2011, we will collect for a single mesnE10 membership plus £2 Castle entry for 20tb2al
£12. For a couple we will collect £15 membersHigs£4 Castle for 2012 entry.

After such a clear mandate, we will review theaditon but do not intend at this stage to makeahiagenda
item for the AGM 2010 unless a member gives nahasriting of a desire to discuss the issue further

Remember — you must produce your membership cagdttm, but then you can then visit as many tiages
you wish and enjoy the castle to the full.



%

Helpers required Litter Pick — Sunday 18" April 2010

For longstanding members and those who have bdereb€&riends of Hurst Castle support the CastteNew Forest
District Council with their ‘Clean up the Forestitiative by carrying out a litter pick and tidying of the spit in the

spring of each year. \‘
This year the event takes place on SunddyAiBil. Those taking part will be collected at )
Keyhaven Quay by the 11am boat to the castle whege, gloves and litter pickers will be

provided. In the past, up to 60 bags of unwantatermal have been collected. The activity

usually ends with a cup of tea and a return feropiad 2pm. - I
4 ¢
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11lam ferry from Keyhaven

Litter pick to 2pm.
Pre-booking not required. ‘
i 4

Brass Polishing and Dusting Day — Saturday®1May

More volunteers required

Names please to Bette Keeping on 01590 673985.
This is being coordinated by member Bette Keeping.

The work is not arduous and involves dusting off éxhibits and polishing all the displayed braBkease help out by
giving Bette your name.

Theatre Dates and Events

I would like to add one more item to Jonathan Gd@deomprehensive list of theatre events:

August 8" and 7th

Time and cost to be advised

Colin Judson International Opera Singer, with gaiestll perform a repertoire of extracts from ligigera. This is not to
be missed.

& %

We have taken the opportunity to publish this nettsi a little earlier than planned to keep you,raembers, up to date
with what has been happening during the winter alnat we have planned for the summer period wtsaleally very
exciting.

New Friends’ Room

The work on our new Friends’ Room has been industti This three chambered suite of rooms, takirnbe old
generator room, and located just a few steps ilanvest wing from the castle entrance, has beevated to a very high
standard which will enable Friends of Hurst Casilestablish a much higher profile at the castmthitherto. We are
very grateful to Sean Crane and his team for thgodunity and facility.

The first room will enable visitors to find out about the Friends of Hurst Castle, to pick upastetter and, for new
visitors, an application to join us. As the yeaygresses, | am hopeful members will volunteer ém e room for a few
hours each summer to give us a member presencelleaswhe associated facilities offered in thessms.



Behind the room you enter, we are creating a swiddlo viewing room where guests will be able taasitl take in an
eight minute video about the castle, its historg aat people can see and do. This is a very gsafeal move forward
and should add not only to the importance of therféls, but also to the visitor experience. Thenngginerator room will
be our new exhibition room, incorporating exhihits previously displayed in the west wing, togethigh material from
the Milford on Sea Historical Records Society eitioh and the wonderful contribution of weapons anigfacts
provided by 2009 new member, Michael Hodges, whe owa engaging speaker at the last Annual GenegatikD.

Special thanks go to Sally Dougal, David Palmeil, yde, Mat Dickson, Keith Morton, Mike Ellis, Davinch and
every other person who has worked so hard to gefability ready. We anticipate we will open itages as the year
progresses.

The Ladies’ Loos

As members will be aware, during the winter of 2008ve refurbished two of the ladies’ WC suiteg] daring this
winter we are completing the other two suites. e project you may think — but we have found meithing modern
materials to a facility, built to withstand alm@stything, extremely labour intensive! My thankstg&olin Camsey and
Hugh Carter who have done most of the work.

Free Entry to the Castle

I would like to thank everybody who responded @ tbnsultation process on free entry. It has eehleasy to achieve
this and while there is a clear mandate to impldrtrendecision you have made, | point out thatdlveere some strongly
felt alternative views. All views are importantdaiwould like to thank those who took the troutrlgpen an additional
note, even if it was to the effect that they wolbédpleased to pay although this is not why theyeveemember of Friends
of Hurst Castle and as such payment of the ené'ywis not an issue. Another strongly felt view thead there was some
disadvantage for those who are members of Englesitddje.

When all is said, the responsas so enthusiastic it reflects an associatiorooddhealth and prepared to challenge for
change and enthusiastically support.

Your committee always wants your help and every beship is valued. Now that we have a wonderful feility for
the Friends at the castle, please try to give igwehours this year to come and be the Friendsesgmtative in the
Friends’ Room. Those who commit to coming along eking out for a day, speaking to visitors in Breends’ Room
or welcoming people at the gate, or showing peagiere they will find the various points of interesti be very
welcome and perhaps we can discuss formalising aa@rrangement for 2011.

Theatre and Revenue

Most members should now be aware that the sucé¢iss shows in the castle theatre has enabled wesstty increase
our annual income. Your support for these shovessential and | am sure you will agree they prosaiexcellent
evening of entertainment. Please read the sumaidoythcoming events at the theatre. Tickets idladvertised and be
available from Bette Keeping and Gwen’s of Milfohy thanks to Jonathan Goodall for all he does akimg the theatre
events happen.

And Finally

It is my sad duty to inform you this will be Cla@range's last newsletter and | am sure you wikadnose Clare has put
together have been excellent, informative, andésteng with a nice complement of humour when appate. Clare

will be very much missed from the team. | take tipportunity to thank Clare for her work and wighr kvell in future
endeavours.
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Six degreesor small world phenomenon, is the idea thatpkeson is one step away from each person they kamoviwo
steps away from each person known by one of thplpdloey know, then everyone is just six steps ain@ay eacl
person on Earth.
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Father of Edward VI and

Sir Robert Sloper
Governor of Hurst Cast

builder of Hurst Castle

Sir Terence Conra
Well knowrdesigner
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Edward VI

Descended from Robert Sloper v
his grandmother Marion Sloper.
Took part in the redesign of interior ¢
British Airways Concordes in 2001.

Sir Barnes Wallis

Scientist, engineer, invent.
Conducted much investigatio
and work into supersonic fliat

Concorde Supersonic Airliner

Christ’s Hospital, Horsham.
Founded in the 18 century by
Edward VI.

School of Barnes Wallis




